Correct collars for canines
All dogs need a collar so you can fasten an ID tag, dog license and,
of course, your leash. But they need the right collar. Here’s a look at the
good, the bad and the ugly of dog collars:
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Choke & prong collars outlaw
ed in NY!
Use a choke or prong collar
in New York
City and you face up to a
$500 fine or up
to three months in jail! You
also can’t tie up
a dog for more than three
hours within a
12 hour time period .
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Got a dog who pulls? There are special collars to help discourage dogs from pulling.
Remember, there is no quick fix to stop a dog from pulling. The solution lies in a good
training program based on positive reinforcement* and a little help from humane collars.
*Positive reinforcement: a training technique using praise and rewards for desired
behaviour and not punishment. Dogs listen better when they expect something good to
happen, not because they constantly fear being punished for doing something wrong.

Head halters

Head halter-style collars have a strap that goes across your dog’s nose. When your dog
pulls, the straps tighten. This puts gentle pressure along his head,
making him stop pulling. The halter also helps steer the dog in the
The Halti
collar
direction you want him to go.

Your
action!

I mmediately replace your choke or
prong collar with a flat collar or
Martingale collar.
Use anti-pull collars to help control
a pulling dog.
Stop using shock collars. When
training, use humane spray collars.
Tell friends and family about the
dangers of choke, prong and shock
collars.
Make sure your pets have
identification tags on their collars.

Head halters must be fitted correctly and used as directed or
you could injure your dog. Trained pet supply store staff
can help fit your dog with the correct head
halter.

Over-the-shoulder collars
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These devices go across the dog’s shoulders.
When your dog starts to pull, the straps create
pressure across your dog’s chest and he stops
pulling. These collars work best for dogs who aren’t
really strong pullers. Several styles are available. Look for ones that
offer padded straps.

Not too tight – puppies and
collars

The rule of thumb is two fingers
Check the tightness of your
dog’s collar regularly. It must
be tight enough it won’t slip
over his ears, but loose enough
it isn’t digging into your dog’s
neck. You should be able to
easily slide two fingers under
your dog’s collar.

Puppies grow quickly. You must
check your puppy’s collar weekly
to make sure it isn’t too tight.
Each year the BC SPCA rescues
dogs from guardians who have
neglected their animals by
allowing collars to get so tight
they have cut into the dog’s
neck! Ouch!
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